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Undergraduate Office
MSCI/BIOL 536 Invertebrate Zoology (Josh Stone and Adriana Halvonik-Sanchez) took  
students on a weekend retreat to BMFL to hunt for invertebrates. A plankton tow at night  
brought in some interesting organisms for the student collection projects. 

KUDOS!!

Let the department know about the wonderful things you and  
the people around you are doing!! Is there something/someone  
you are proud of? Let us know Kudos Form.

KEY DATES:

May 1st - Emily Contract MS MSCI Qualifying Exam @ 10:45 in EWS 604 
May 9th - SEOE Graduation Celebration @ 2pm in JONES 210 
May 9th - Madeline Thompson's PhD Comprehensive Exam @2pm in EWS 210 
May 10th - CAS Commencement 
May 14th - Geology Field Camp departs for California 
May 15th - Ekaterina Rojas Kolomiets Dissertation Defense @10am in EWS 210

Follow us on Social Media

Awards and Grants:

Publications:
•  (100 club!!) Michael Bizimis joins the club (with 100 peer-reviewed publications) as a co-author  
   on a recent publication in AGU Advances on Variations in Hawaiian plume flux controlled by ancient  
   mantle depletion. What drives intraplate volcanism in Hawaii? Rising mantle plumes! While previous  
   models suggest that excess heat (perhaps from the core-mantle boundary) drives plume upwelling,  
   this research shows that compositional boyancy in the form of ancient depleted mantle within the  
   plume may be a major driving force of mantle convection. This research initiated during a sabbatical  
   by Michael Bizimis at the University of Munster, Germany, and a SPARC award to Paul Beguelin  
   (SEOE alum). https://doi.org/10.1029/2024AV001434

•  Tammi Richardson is a co-author on a new paper in Environmental Chemistry focusing on  
   Quantification of palladium-labelled nanoplastics algal uptake by single cell and single particle  
   inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry. https://doi.org/10.1071/EN24011 

Presentations:

MSCI/BIOL 537 Aquaculture (Leo Rose) took their field trip to the Bayless Fish Hatcher  
to help spawn Striped bass for the DNR supported public water stockings. Students took a  
tour of the facility and participated in the process of creating new striped bass. What an  
awesome experience!! 

Students in GEOL 101 labs (Anderson, Thoms-Warzecha, Muhly, Martina, Robinson  
and Ross) got their feet wet analyzing the stream on campus.  

SEOE undergraduates Hannah Gayo and Mia LaPinta were featured in The Daily  
Gamecock in the article, Survey finds residence hall energy consumption a problem, faces  
future challenges, focusing on the energy consumption in dormitories on USC's campus.  
Read the article to hear tips from LaPinta on how students can lower their energy use  
across campus. 

18 Students from the SEOE presented their work in  
research at Discover USC 

See the full list of presenters here 

Congratulations to our SEOE Award Winners!!
They were honored at the Awards Day on the Horseshoe 

Outstanding Undergraduate Award in Environmental Science Sydney Brock 
Bruce C. Coull Outstanding Undergraduate Award in Environmental Studies  Morgan Davis 
The Distinguished Academic Achievement Award in the Geosciences Christina Lamar 
Outstanding Junior Award in the Geosciences Jordan Jeffreys 
Outstanding Senior Award in the Geosciences Laura Doughton 
Stephen Taber Award in the Geosciences Natalie Truman 
Outstanding Undergraduate Award in Marine Science Thomas Lloyd Isenberg III 
Traci J. Heincelman Memorial Scholarship in Marine Science Sophia Rose 
Harris Pastides and Patricia Moore-Pastides Sustainability Award Ella Michel (not pictured)

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARD WINNERS 
Sydney Brock (pictured above) 

Nina Coli 
Christopher LeBarron 

Morgan Swartz

PRESIDENT'S AWARD WINNERS 
Nina Coli 

Christopher LeBarron 

Raeva Bali was awarded the FAO Schwarz Fellowship. This fellowship is an intensive,  
transformative two-year experience designed for recent college graduates who wish to  
deepen their knowledge of social equity, pursue careers in social impact, and lead the  
change. Congratulations Raeva!! 

Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!! 
(click here)

Graduating Seniors... You're invited!! 
**Graduation Celebration** 

Friday May, 9th @2pm in JONES 210 

Family and Friends are welcome. >>RSVP here<< 

Graduate Office

Graduate students spent a weekend at the Baruch Marine Field Lab to focus on writing.  
The Kimball Lodge provided a productive environment to work on writing about their  
research. 

GOEOE Writing Retreat 

Ademar Fernandez 
Nandana Goswami 
Autumn Muhly 
Christina Gregory 
Pamela Lee 
Ryan Walsh 
Lydia Sims

Poster presentations at Discover USC 

SEOE Spring 2025 Award Winners 

Congratulations on your success!!

Christina Gregory (Bulusu) successfully completed her MS MSCI Thesis Qualifying  
Exam on Understanding the Dynamics of the Beaufort Gyre in the Arctic Ocean. Way to  
go Christina!! 
  
Henry Guy (Pinckney) successfully completed his MS MSCI Thesis Qualifying Exam on  
Effects of Coastal Urbanization on Estuarine Benthic Microalgae. Nice job Henry!! 
 
Ethan Cruz (Bulusu) successfully completed his MS MSCI Thesis Qualifying Exam on  
Mesoscale and Submesoscale Eddy Detection using Satellite Observations. Well Done  
Ethan!! 
 
Congrats to Quintiantian (Tian) Nong (Peng) on successfully completing her MS MSCI  
Thesis Qualifying Exam on Estimation of fungal contribution to nitrous oxide production in  
salt and brackish marsh sediments. Way to go Tian!! 

Qualifying/Comprehensive Exams: 

Around the Department

Dylan Blaskey has joined our faculty in the SEOE. Dylan is a  
hydrologist who integrates remote sensing, mechanistic and  
machine learning models, field observations, and community  
based knowledge to address complex hydrological challenges.  
Check out his website for more information or if you are  
interested in joining his Integrated Systems Hydrology Lab.  
We look forward to working with him soon!!

Bianca Ross will be joining our department this Fall 2025  
semester as an Instructor. We welcome her and look forward to  
working with her as a new colleague.  

Jessica Barnes has been named a Fellow of the John Simon Guggenheim  
Memorial Foundation. This fellowship is accompanied by an  
award of $65,000. Jessie will join the 100th class of Guggenheim  
Fellows at a reception in New York City on June 2nd. Read more  
about Jessie and this prestigious award in an article featured in  
USCToday. Congratulations Jessica!! A truly wonderful honor!!

•  Shannon Powers is a co-author on a recent paper in Marine Ecology Progress Series on Using  
   multiple-stable isotopes (δ13C, δ15N, and δ34S) to assess past and present Adelie penguin foraging  
   grounds in the Ross Sea region, Antarctica. https://doi.org/10.3354/meps14794 
 

•  Katherine Ryker is a co-author in a recent publication in Journal of Geoscience Education on Do  
   course syllabi reflect observed teaching practices in undergraduate geoscience courses? This study  
   examines the alignment between syllabi and in-class instruction. It describes the development of a  
   syllabus rubric and a comparison between those scores and 155 classroom observations from 2012  
   to 2019. This work suggests that syllabi do not strongly predict the teaching practices used in  
   geosciences classrooms. We recommend that faculty use syllabi as an opportunity to reflect on and  
   document their teaching practices so that syllabi are more descriptive of the instruction that students  
   can expect in their courses. https://doi.org/10.1080/10899995.2025.2489922 

•  Carol Boggs is a co-author on a recent publication in Current Biology on Genetic basis of an  
   adaptive polymorphism controlling butterfly silver iridescence. A video of the paper is linked below  
   (click the image) or you can read about it here: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2025.03.028 

•  Robert Dunn, Liam Batchelder and Josh Stone were featured as the April 15th webinar in  
   NOAA's NERR Collaborative Science for Estuaries Webinar Series. They presented their research  
   on Understanding Changing Estuaries, Shrimp, and their Fishery in the Lowcountry. Great job y'all!! 

•  Earlier this year, Matt Kimball and Robert Dunn presented the January 28th webinar featuring their  
   research on Examining Oyster Reef Fauna Using Non-invasive Sampling Techniques. Watch their  
   webinar here. 
 

In the News

•  Xuefeng (Nick) Peng was interviewed by Dr. Helen Czerski from the Cosmic Shambles Network at  
   the 2024 Ocean Sciences Meeting in New Orleans, LA. His discussion about his research on marine  
   fungi has now been incorporated into Episode Two (“Passengers”) of “The State of Our Blue  
   Machine”. Nick's portion starts at 10:11: 
 

•  Dan Frost was in the news offering his insight to the recent 2.3 magnitude earthquake near Elgin  
   last week. Read about it in the FOX Carolina article Seismologist provides update on years-long  
   Midlands earthquake swarm following overnight tremors 
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